THE ASSHBBINS BN QUHISTAN

N my last lecture to the Society and my subsequent articledn the June,

1967, issue of the Journal, I described how in 1965 myteam had surveyed
the Assassin fortress of Qal‘eh Khan-¢-Lenja

1966 we had begun an archacological investi

State of Quhistan, rou i

modern province of Khorasan, This mission had ,m~o<nm pa

ful as, by the end of our stay, we were able to come to the conclusion that
the State was far bigger than we had previously thought, and had located
the site of six major Assassin castles. In addition, we had carried out §
%S:& survey of the castle of Qa’in, the capital of the State, and had paid
visits to some Ismaili communities still living in the agea, More important,
perhaps, than all this, had been a new j i

was rom_.nzmsm to emerge and a gr

gation into the old Assassiy

rticularly fruje.

sed in our work, both in this

country and in Iran, and when I announced that I was planning to spend 4

further season in Khorasan, the Government of Irag was Yeady to make a

mosn_.o:mmon»nobaonrnnomnorro mission, and both the National Iranian
Oil Company and the Oil Consortium osno

nce more in the middle of July
pest if not the most comfortable
and I, having less time at our
now established excellent inter.

by the Munich-Tehran bus, quite thé chea
way of getting to Iran, while Chaldecott
disposal, flew out by Iran Air, who have
national flights from Tehran,

Our 1967 objectives can briefly be summarized as fo
out an cconomic survey of the town of Qa’in and the su
() to continue our investigations into the interior of old
larly on the Afghan border; () to attempt to ascertain 2
boundaries of the State, and d) at the end of o
photographic survey of the castle of Nevisar Sha

Thanks to the co-operation of the Iranian authorities, time spent in
Tehran on administration can now be limited to four days, and on August 4
we were able to leave the capital in our two N.I.O.C. land-rovers for the
Caspian and Mashhad. This is a lovely jou

rney and the traveller passes
through every type of scenery from the lush green of the Caspian littoral to
180

llows: (a) to carry
rrounding district;
Qubhistan, particu-
s far as possible the
ur mission to carry out a

h in the Alamut Valley.
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n near Isfahan, and how Y
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%& arid uplands of northern Khorasan. After courtesy calls on the

v.uvvomaﬂm Governor-General in merrmma we o%nn more MMWAWM mwww”w
 famili di the provin
dust-road leading south from capi
on the 00w mnmnna_r»n h of Torbat the first fortified out-
arba : iyeh. Some 50 km. north o i
T n.mo.ﬂmn WBS wm O:Emﬁw can be seen. The :o:rnnm vo::mu:mm NM Mm_.__“
S i d probably therq were As
¢ most difficult to mam:n,. and probabl . in
nmwanmrio: north of Mashhad;but in so far as it is now vomuww_n HM_.M cak
xn_nn.nnacoﬁ Assassin State it scems no.»monnzn to m_w_i t _n Mﬁo thern
* o n%Mn at about the point I describe. This time we were a Hn nw wnin some
98__2 fortifications guarding the main highway. Near Tor Msn o
across the first of the great irrigation projects that the Ooxna.:B Lis carry,
ing out in conjunction with the local _muaoswnnam rm this huwﬁm.oadm. o
pth of 100~ 'es.
ter pumped up from a Jept . res.
B bt s oo i hinery had been supplied by a
. ice that the pumping machinery : :
were pleased o notice i P cool water; not a bit salty, gushe
gjish firm, from Leamington Spa. Pure, cool wa s potabit oy Bl
ir, and where last year there ¢
e v 1 o ion of sugar-beet and good corn. Herds
is now a profusion of sugar- nd good corn
scoeched desert there b ive an almost pastoral, idyllic atmo-
_ -nourished sheep and goats give a -
“—“‘M._ ”:m although mﬂnr Brojects are still all SM mnu:_ﬂnm.mn nwm —WMMM“
ith vi areal sen .
‘ment is tackli ater problerh with vigour and
grrugu e ing si f such progress is that we are able to see
the most heartening signs of such progress is e
Py Mmao?ou cach year the actual transformation of parts of the MM_“M_AM_
mmnc New landmarks appear, and where recently there were
llages there is now fresh life n:.a hope. . . . . We
&E“MMQ& development is particularly .oSﬂnnﬂ in ..nrniﬂuwﬂm _uOh ﬂ.m.ro:ua
i i that since our Vvisit in the previous use
B vebuile o iti 11 d efficient. A new hospita
i t is clean, well run an :
had been rebuilt, and now i an, w g o
i is i f construction. Women a .
of thirty beds is in process o O o o pride o
i by quarry when we arrived, : .
dressing stone at a nearby : B e i
in thi i unity centre in
in this achievement. A new comm : ark is
Mﬁi%&nm built, consisting of M: %_-wﬁmomna Vm_w M“me MMMM M” m”w_.oﬁ
i t efforts ar
ssing-rooms underneath. Grea ) v
M_..,Mm _WMM»Q m._mcnn. This is given mn about uﬂ per nmﬁﬂ.»ww_mm Mw onww».wm‘maoaw
ili three p
to read the Koran. There are . )
HMOMW_““Q school in Qa’in, which has about 6,000 :.._rmv_S:Mm,mw“om._\Muoﬂﬂm
[ s of the Qa’inat with a population o ,000.
b e o e be built, and parents persuaded of the
ore schools must clearly be built, part . of the
WMN_J“,MM& for education. The population of the uﬂwm is nm@uﬁna%m_wﬂﬂw__w -
t. increase since 1960—but unfortun
there s b s o ive for the better educated and the
: till too attractive for the
o M o toeal o iti hus faced with the problems of a
iti 1 authoritics arc thus faced wit
more ambirious, The locs in drain, d ht and a falling water table, and
i i : : rought and a falling
ulation explosion, a brain drain, tar
pop xcess of ?wv:_n:c: over natural resources, all at once, .
n:oﬁ m Qux'in as our headquarters we made long nxn:_...._::m,.. in <
Boc_”w»mnmrﬁ.o the cast to explore further >mmumm__”. u.._umwm Onc w mmpm“m%w%c\
j i f Isfedch. This was
ourneys was to the village o vas a /
w_.omﬂv MM:u:a mnum as at Qa’in we found a noB.Enx of mo_‘cmnmcwmm nwm_ﬂn
.mawio or &:..nn valleys. In the same area Sn.manoﬁn& a mﬂn o d m swn_.n
Hm?‘mb which was clearly Assassin in origin. Our researches here
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e , ‘by illness. This.see ore of a problem on the 1967 expedi-
: . tasion & member of our team had to

ck of Iran there is a very

d to us and the

From Qa’in we moved to*Ferdaus and cagried out further detailed -
rescarch work on the two big Assassin castles néar the town and the old
Mongol palace and city. One of the most rewarding expeditions from this
centre was a journey along the old mountain road which linked Ferdaus
with Qa’in. This resulted in the discovery of castles at ‘Sirayan, Mazar,
Bihud, Shahli and Faruth,.as well as other smaller forts,. .

At the end of»Aungust we left the Ferdaus area for eastern -Khorasan,
Our main centre here was the town of Khaf (120 km. east of Torbat-c-
Haydariyeh), and from this base we discovered the castles of Qal‘eh Dukh-
tar, near Zuzan, and the castle at Kheirabad, near Salameh, guarding the
. castern approaches to the Stage of Quhistan. How much farther east the

Assassin State spread is still a matter of conjecture and this will be one of

the objects: - 1968 expedition. Tentatively, I think we can estimate

the proba as follows: in the north, between Mashhad and

Torbat-e-Haydariych; in the west, Ferdaus; in the-south, Birjand; and in

the east, somewhere to the east of Khaf and in modern Afghanistan.

The final stag€*Olifi-expedition took us back once more to the Alamut
Valley. Whenever I approach Alamut I immediately fall once again under
the spell of this most majestic landscape. The mountains plunge, soar and . §&-
sweep like the cagles to which the valley gives its name. Cloud shadows . *
racing across the hills change the carth’s colour from wine-dark pools to .

fahaglaring ochre and back again through the spectrum. It is a valley of
man vds and much mystery. Nature seems to have become the macro- ;
cosm of the human personality, mirroring the best and the worst—cruelty, “ : -
gentleness, ruthlessness and tranquil serenity. Our goal this time was the .
castle of Nevisar Shah, standing sentinel on the great rock walls near
Garmarud. I had climbed up the exhausting scree and rock on my-first
expedition, nine years ago, but on the way down the mule carrying our ;
exposed film had been swept away in a mountain torrent and the film was -
lost. This time we were again prevented from accomplishing our task as
there was no water on the spot our guides had chosen for our camp.
Frustrated, we had to descend, but this year we mean to succeed.

For now, as a Fellow of the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust, I am
setting out on a six-month tour of Assassin sites with my energetic young
Deputy Leader, David Chaldecott, with the object of fitting all the pieces of
the jigsaw puzzle into place. We hope we are approaching the end of our
road of discovery in the field and that on our return we shall be able to
present a fuller and more complete picture of this remarkable movement. »
Our expedition will take us first to the castles in Syria, thence along the ’
road the Assassin messengers took through Baghdad to Tehran. We shall
continue our investigations in Khorasan and over the border, in Afghan-
istan. We shall visit Ismaili communities on the Soviet border, in Pakistan
and India. In Rampur we shall be particularly interested in the fine library

E 4 NTAINS, THE ASSASSINS
AALCONER IN MOUNTAL .

'SED SIMILAR BIRDS FOR SENDING MESSAGES

GUIDE AT ALAMUT WHO WAS ONCE THE
IRANIAN NATIONAL CHAMPION WRESTLER
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of Persian mjniatures belonging to His Highness the Nawab, and we shall

' gwalong the Pilgrim Route in the Himalayas. Finally we shall end up at
- Alamut, where we will be joined by fresh members of our team from

" England. There, with the help of the Iranian Government and our old

- friends, we shall complete a last survey of the castles and also hope to have a
* closer look at the Amlesh sites which I first found nine years ago,

VILLAGERS IN THE MOUNTAINS WELCOMING . :
THE EXPEDITION -

Responsibility for opinions expressed in articles published and for the

accuracy of statements contained in them rests solely with the individual
contributor,

VILLAGERS IN ALAMUT OUTSIDE THEIR
HOUSE
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